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REMINDERS
oWhen we long for life without difficulties, remind us that oaks grow strong in
contrary winds and diamonds are made under pressure. 0 ~Peter

Although the Thanksgiving holiday falls in October, it is usually the month of
November that reminds me to take time to be grateful.

November is poppy month. With each poppy | see, | am reminded to be Oci(,il;re'sizdoeft
grateful: Carmel Maloney

¢ Grateful for the country I live in.

+ Grateful for the relative peace that we share.

+ Grateful for the people who have served dand presently serve fi to
protect our country and our freedom.

+ Grateful for the people of Gander (my home town) and the generosity
they shared with strangers 10 years ago.

+ Grateful for my family members who contribute challenge, love, and
laughter to my life.

+ Grateful for the love of my husband and his patience with the unending
OhonRdeoyé | i st .

+ Grateful for the people whose paths have crossed mine and those who
have challenged me to be a better person.

+ Grateful for all my teachers!

+ Grateful for all my students!

+ Grateful for the people | work and live with, in the community of Olds
and surrounding area.

+ Grateful for my colleagues whose contributions of time, energy,
knowledge, and spirit make this a great place to be!

+ Grateful for collective agreements and policies that help shape our
world.
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OA hundred times every day | remind mysel,f that
depend upon the labors of other men [and womenyj, living and dead, and that /
must exert myself in order to give in the same measure as | have received and

am stil |l rAbereHngtéimg. 6

Carmel Maloney
President
Olds College Faculty Association
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The mission of the Olds College Faculty Association is to create an environment for
learning, inquiry, partnership, and communication that supports our students, our
employees and our communities in the service of society.

Here are some things the Faculty Association does (besides meetings):

1. Hosts the Annual McCullough Classic Golf Tournament and the Welcome Back
Barbeque

2. Assists with Registration and Discovery Days

3. Participates in the Fall Golf Classic

4, Hosts the annual Alberta Highway Cleanup

5. Hosts weekly pubs and special pubs in recognition of support staff

6. Hosts the annual OCFA Famous Christmas Dinner with special invitations to

Academic Leadership Team members
7. Contributes to the Presidentds Christmas Ba
8. Contributes to the Olds College Christmas Party
9. Hosts the Mad Hatters Curling Bonspiel
10. Participates in the Gala and donates the use of the Faculty Centre
11. Donates to the Spring Fling and donates the Faculty Centre for this event.
12.  Attends the AICFA Spring Conference and provides a silent auction item
13.  Provides funds for the Executive Assistant to attend ACIFA
14.  Participates in Olds College Graduation
15.  Publishes the Focus on Faculty Ezine on a monthly basis
16.  Provides Sunshine gifting and retirement/resignation gifting
17. Communicates with retired members
18.  Continues to update the Millennium Wall - Member recognition

19 Provides the annual o0Outstanding Student Aw



The association strikes up two new committees

A motion was passed at the October 19, 2011 OCFA Regular Meeting to strike up the following
committees:

2013 Faculty Reunion Committee ‘
The 2013 Faculty Reunion Committee will consist of a
minimum of four current members and two or more retirees OLDS COLLEGE

with the purpose of planning a faculty reunion event in
conjunction with the 2013 celebrations. To date, Bob Hoffos

has volunteered his services to this committee. Thank you 1913-2013
Bob!
Professional Development all faculty .0; (-;-? §\0‘
event(  s) committee Y e V)
The purpose of the Professional Development All Faculty Event(s) \‘.1@%“{
Committee will be to plan one or more yearly all faculty professional ".\ ."
development events. The committee consist of a minimum of two e
members. To date, three members have volunteered their services to this OLDSA(\;%LCE&%%}SU”Y
committee; Philip Watland, Jack Payne, and Gord Koch. Thank you!

Retirees :The Association is |l ooking for you

Would you be interested in helping to plan the 2013 Faculty Reunion event? We

would love to hear from you. Please contact the OCFA Office at

ocfaea@oldscollege.ca or phone: 403556-4636.

We look forward to hearing from you!
Members :The Association is | ooking for you

If you have an interest in helping plan either of the above events please contact
the OCFA Office at ocfaesa@oldscollege.ca or phone: 403-556-4636

IN ADVANCE, THANK YOU FOR YOUR ASSISTANCE IN THESE AREAS!



2011 is oOoWorl d Vet er itmyaarof vedernary ndedi@ne. dit istwhsaher2féré
quite fitting that in October | had the privilege of attending the 30 th World Veterinary Congress
in Cape Town, South Africa. The World Veterinary Congress runs every second year, the host
country is preselected by congress board members six years in advance and they made an
excell ent decision when they choose Cape Town

| admit | had some preconceived notions on what to expect when | arrived in South Africa (likely
formed by reading National Geographic in my youth). However, those were quickly put to rest
when | found myself in the thoroughly modern city of Cape Town. The Cape Town International
Convention Centre (CTICC) is a spectacular glass building, with comfortable lecture rooms,
theatres and ballrooms, an excellent venue for any conference. Apparently this is not a secret as
the moment our congress ended they were already tearing down and setting up for the next one.
To top it all off, the South African people are the most hospitable and friendly people | have ever
met.

The congress boasted an impressive list of
international speakers and a variety of topics
concerning small animals, large animals,
wildlife and public health. One of the
highlights of the congress for me was a
chance to meet and network with veterinary
professional from around the world. In
addition to meeting many South Africans, |
met veterinarians from Korea, Iran, Egypt,
numerous European countries and even some
Canadian Veterinarians from Alberta and
across our country.

After the congress | extended my stay with
some personal vacation time as it would be a
shame to travel that far (23.5 hours travel
time each way) without experiencing more of
the country, its people and of course its
animals.
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There were a number of pre and post congress tours and safaris arranged by the congress which
simplified the arrangements for congress delegates travelling from abroad. We took in a few of
these tours including a winelands tour and a tour that took us down to the Cape of Good Hope o}
the most south -westerly point of the African continent. We also booked a great white shark cage
diving adventure.

The toughest decision was then how best to experience the vast variety of wildlife indigenous to
South Africa. The congress was offering two options: a three day safari and a five day Wildlife
Chemical Immobilization course. The safari was to take place in Kruger National Park and
there would be local veterinarians accompanying the tour.

The description of the Immobilization course was somewhat vague only listing the topics to be
covered in |l ecture and that there would be 0so
me in closer proximity to wildlife than a safari, so of course | could not pass up an opportunity

like that @ after all | could always do a safari the next time | visit! Well, it was the best decision

| have ever made as the course surpassed all of our expectations.
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The course fees included room and board at a private game reserve not far from Kruger. The
course was hosted by Dr. R. J. Raath, a specialist in wildlife anesthesia and former head
veterinary in Kruger. A typical day for us was breakfast at 6:30, lecture from 7:30 to lunch, field
work for the afternoon (both on and off site), home for supper and a few more hours of lecture after
supper. From the game reserve Dr. Raath runs a practice that specializes in immobilization and
transport of wildlife ranging from antelopes to zebra. During the course we actively participated

in the immobilization of an elephant, rhinos, hippos, African buffalo, crocodiles and a variety of
hoof stock. We also learned how to prepare and shoot darts used for chemical immobilization of a
variety of species. Dr. Rath also has his own veterinary pharmaceutical company and some of the
work we participated in was contributing to research aimed at developing new drugs and drug
combinations for use in wildlife. Working with wildlife is always unpredictable and frequently
dangerous so needless to say we had some very exciting days!

Taking this course reinforced in me the importance of the small group hands on laboratories we
offer our students here at Olds College. There can be no substitute for hands on work to excite
learners and cement understanding of theoretical knowledge.

During my 15 days in South African | learned several new words and sayings but my favourite is
Ojust nowé6, i f you ask a South African if they
they will do it but unfortunately the actual time frame remains unspecified! So if you ask me

when | plan on returning to South Africa to visit all my new South African friends, there is only

one appropriate answer ééé. Just now!

Veronica Barkowski, DVM



