
Byrd Baggett, a motivational speaker from Texas, asks us to ―Look at life 
through the windshield, not the rear-view mirror.‖  As we travel the road called 
life, we do need to move forward; however, taking time to stop and look at 
where we‘ve come from is also important. 

In 1972, OCFA was incorporated with 38 charter members.  OCFA‘s role 
expanded to collective bargaining and college governance in 1978 when the 
college became a board-governing institution.  As we travelled through time, 
what memories, what artifacts have we kept?  If you have been here long 
enough, you may have pictures and memories.  If you are relatively new, there 
are 3 artifacts to get to know—two of them are located on our website:  
www.oldscollege.ab.ca/OCFA ; one is located on the wall in the Faculty 
Centre.   

OCFA’s Bylaws:  a document that outlines our objectives and how  
 we do business; 

Collective Agreement: a binding document that describes the terms of 
 how we operate together; 
The Millennium Wall: a record of the people who contributed to making 

 OCFA what it is today. 

In 2011, we have more than doubled the number of faculty; we are 85 
members strong.  We have said good luck and farewell to all the chartered 
members - Ian Hall was the last chartered member to leave our hallways! 
While we stop to look back on our past, let‘s make time to check the vehicle 
we travel in.  We can stretch Baggett‘s metaphor of a car to include the 
following:   

Headlights:  Do we have goals? 
Gas Tank:  Do we have the energy to get to where we are going? 
Engine:  Are all the parts working? 
Trunk:  What supplies are we carrying? 
Seats: Do we have what we need to complete the journey? 

There is a phrase in the Ode to Newfoundland that says, ―Where once our 
fathers stood, we stand.‖  As we stand on this hallowed ground, as we move 
forward, what will be our individual and collective legacies?   
 
As always, 
On behalf of the executive 
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OCFA Charter Members 

Al Qually 
Barbara Gough 
Bob Hill 
Bob Wood 
Bruce Martin 
Buck Godwin 
Ches Oxtaby 
Cliff Hackett 
Colin Betts 
Dennis Ratcliff 
Don Odell 
Don Orr 
Don Rix 
Eldon Wilson 
Emma Ehrhardt 
Eric Jensen 
Ernie Kasawal 
Garry McCullough 
Garth Racher 
 

Howie Barber 
Ian Hall 
Jane Cargill 
Jim Stone 

Jim Tsujita 

John Nielson 

Ken Parker 
Lemar Seeger 
Linda Robertson 
Marilynne Grimson 
Milt Wriglesworth 
Pam Racher 
Pat Burton 
Paul Sproule 
Reg Scarrott 
Stu Wilton 
Walter Woytuck 
Wayne Arthur 
Wilson Redgewell 

 
Many of the charter 

members still reside in 
Olds, while some live as 

far away as Thailand. 
 
Our hats go off to those 

who led the way! 

 

 

 Post-Secondary Learning Act  
Section 85(1) The Lieutenant Governor in 
Council shall by order establish an academic staff association for 
each post-secondary institution other than the Banff Centre. 

OCFA 
Incorporated 

On October 27, 1972 the 

Olds College Faculty 

Association came into being. 

The Association led by 

President Bruce Martin 

consisted of 38 members. 

Ian Hall was the last 

remaining charter member on 

staff until his retirement in 

2007. 
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On this day in history - taken from: http://dmarie.com/timecap/  

 

http://dmarie.com/timecap/
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Who Would Have Known! 

Above the fridge in the Duncan 
Marshall staff lounge sat a 
locked cupboard to which no 
one paid any mind, until 
December 2010.  A staff 
member thought it was time to 
see what was behind  ―locked 
doors.‖  

The locksmith was called and 
the mystery unraveled…. 

Inside the cupboard was found 
a stash of liquor, along with 
cans of pop, and a money box. 
―I might add that the pop was 
no longer actually in the cans as 
they had exploded some time 
earlier!‖ 

OCFA President Carmel 
Maloney was summoned to 
view the situation and to her 
surprise discovered the liquor 
belonged to the Olds College 
Faculty Association and dated 
1972.  

As the Faculty Centre was not 
yet until 1972 we understand the 
liquor was stored in this 
cupboard for faculty functions.   

―Carmel sends her regrets that  
Scotch was to be found in the 
cupboard!‖ 

PS:  the charter members would 
have know! 

Sandi Hallett 
OCFA Executive Assistant 

1972 Vintage 

Upcoming dates of  note 

Mad Hatters Curling ‗Spiel ........... February 18, 2011 
 
OCFA Regular Meeting ................ February 10, 2011 
 
February 21, 2011........................... Family Day 
 
February 28 - March 4, 2011 ........ Reading Week 
 
March 11, 2011 ............................... Gala 
 
April 2, 2011 ................................... Open House 



 

OCFA Mad Hatter Curling Bonspiel 
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Reminder:  

Extreme Pita offers a 10% discount to Faculty from  

January - December 2011.  

(Just show your business card) 

Supporting Our Community 

Who could resist hanging out with some of Olds College finesté.. 

  Friday, February 18, 2011  

  6:00 ð 10:00 p.m.  

Didsbury Curling Club 

Unofficial Rules: 

No serious curling allowed! 

No quiet time. 

No drawing to the button. 

Vintage curling clothes allowed  

Tickets may be purchased from Robert Laflamme, Annelise Doolaege,  

or at the OCFA Office  ($20 each) 
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iShare  

How to Balance Online Learner Needs and Instructor Workload 
Wednesday, February 23, Bell e-Learning 954/55 

 
Distance education has a tremendous upside, but increasingly, students and instructors are experiencing its 
downside too:  

Instructors’ workloads are increasing. The need to respond individually to students can be all-
consuming and exhausting, and instructors are finding their workloads are becoming difficult to 
maintain. 

Students miss a sense of community. A classroom fosters a community, and some students feel 
isolated without this connection, which may negatively impact student learning. 

 
The solution is to create a learner-centered online classroom experience, one that compels students to assume 
more responsibility for their education while lessening the workload on instructors.  
You‘ll learn how to make this happen in your distance education course by attending the audio online seminar 
How to Balance Online Learner Needs and Instructor Workload. Presented by two experienced online 
educators, the online audio seminar will help you: 

Identify and implement strategies for establishing an instructor presence while decreasing your 
workload. 

Discover why combining a learner-centered, interactive instructional activity with targeted instructor 
feedback enhances student achievement and retention. 

Develop assignments and grading strategies to increase student interaction. 
Create an inclusive, online community where students connect with other members of their class, 
thereby reducing their reliance on you. 
 

Schedule 
Introduction  to underlying ideas about teaching/learning online 10:30 
Webinar 11:00-12:15 
Post Webinar discussion and lunch . 12:15-12:45  
 
Mark this in your Outlook Calendar!   Registration information will be sent out in early February.  
(This is sponsored by the Centres for Teaching  and Learning, and Distance Education, with lunch provided .) 

Proud Professional 

Performance  

 Submitted by Carole Calenso-Fair



 

Dean Sinclair – who heads up the Farrier Science 
Diploma program at the Olds College – was our 
instructor. He has been running the show for some years 
now, and has taken the program to a new level of 
proficiency – a two year diploma instead of one year. 
What a great person to learn from. Dean has the 
knowledge that only years of experience, training, and 
expertise in hoof physiology can provide. His style of 
teaching is entertaining, enjoyable and at times, comical. 

After the classroom portion, the remainder of the course 
was dedicated to practice. Initially on cadaver legs! This 

provides an excellent – and safe – way 
for students to learn the particularities 
of, and work on, many different feet. 
Working with the nippers, rasps and 
knives requires another set of hand-
eye coordination skills. Dean made 
everything look easy, but for us first-
timers it took much longer than the 
practiced expert! We worked on hoof 
after hoof, breaking a sweat using 
muscle sets that don‘t get much use. 

Dean watched our work, answered questions, offered 
help and provided ongoing demonstrations. 

On our last day a fellow student and I brought in three of 
our horses. Dean used them for a review demonstration, 
pointing out safety practices and how to properly ‗get 
under‘ a horse to work on it‘s feet. We were shown 
different methods for pulling shoes, and he used our 
horses for a review of proper trimming. After that it was 
‗game on‘ again! Dean had worked on the majority of the 
‗eight live legs‘ I brought, and I pulled shoes and finished 
the rest – with his help and critique. I have a new 
appreciation for the work a professional farrier does. 

I can‘t write any more without giving credit to my horses. 
They put up with much more ‗foot play‘ than they‘ve 
ever encountered before. They‘ll have more to put up 
with more now that I‘ll be trimming their feet! 

Last year, for the first time, I got a 
family doctor. I‘ve never realized the 
need for one – if there was something 
broken that I couldn‘t fix myself, I‘d 
go to emergency. That was about it. 
However last time I was in the 
emergency ward, the doctor inquired 
as to who my family doctor was. 

When I mentioned I didn‘t have one, she suggested calling a 
colleague who had just started his own practice and was 
accepting new clients. I didn‘t figure it would hurt, so I 
made the call. A few days later I met the new doctor for an 
‗interview‘. He said he just wanted to meet me; that he liked 
to know his patients on a more personal basis. One of the 
questions he asked me – a bit to my surprise – was, ―What 
are your passions?‖ Almost before he‘d finished the 
sentence I‘d replied, ―Horses!‖ He explained that the vast 
majority of patients he saw had NO answer to that question. 
Makes you wonder, doesn‘t it? 

 Horses are not the only thing I‘m ‗passionate‘ about, 
however they are definitely at the forefront. Another one is 
learning. I love to learn something new – especially if it 
applies to anything I‘m ‗passionate‘ about. 

Recently I had my farrier out to trim a couple horses and do 
a reset. He‘s a great guy that I trust with my horses. 
However after I‘d watched him work, and especially after 
I‘d paid him the cash, I thought, ―Maybe this is something I 
can do myself…‖ The trimming that is. Maybe someday I‘ll 
have the time and money to invest in a farrier course, but to 
be good and proficient at that…well, it‘s a career move that 
requires a lot of experience. 

This last weekend I participated in a 
three day ―Hoof Care and Trimming‖ 
course at the Olds College in Olds, 
Alberta. It was fantastic! I‘m working 
hard to process everything I‘ve learned. 
But like most things that require 
training – it takes practice to be 
proficient. The course started with a 
good deal of theory on the physiology 
of the horses foot, and progressed into 
practice: how to trim it. I‘ll never look 
at a horses foot the same way! 

Always a studentñwritten by Scott Philips   (featuring Dean Sinclair & Farrier Science) 
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Dean Sinclair Works on Spud 

Scott practices hoof trimming! 

Permissions provided for reproduction of this article.   

―Scotts Scratches‖ may be found at www.northernhorse.com 

http://www.oldscollege.ca/programs/ContinuingEducation/animal-science/horse-hoof-care-trimming.htm


 

The OCFA Executive send a huge thank 

you to the OCFA Social Committee and 

in particular to Veronica Barkowski who 

spearheaded the Famous Christmas 

Dinner.   

58 members, family, and friends were in 

attendance at this years dinner.   

Granny Jacks catered the event and 

presented a delicious beef dinner with all 

the trimmings. 

Megan Reist shared her vocal talents with 

guests throughout the dinner singing a 

variety of holiday music.  Megan is a 

teacher at the Olds High School. 

Santa was unable to make the trip 

for 11:30 a.m. of December 

22, but he still came through 

and left a number of gifts at 

the door. 

OCFA Famous Christmas Dinner a Success 

The muscle that lets your eye blink is the fastest muscle in your body. It allows you to 
blink 5 times a second. On average, you blink 15,000 times a day. That‘s about 10 times 
per minute, or more than five million times a year. Women blink more than men. 

Animals blink too, of course. Some bird species, usually flightless birds, have only a 
lower eyelid, whereas pigeons use upper and lower lids to blink. Fish and insects do not 
have eyelids – their eyes are protected by a hardened lens. 

To care for your eyes, eat carrots. They really do make you see better. Vitamin A is 
known to prevent ―night blindness,‖ and carrots are loaded with Vitamin A. Deficiency 
of Vitamin A actually is a significant world problem, comparable to that of protein 
deficiency and second only to caloric deficiency. 

Carrots also contain fiber, potassium, vitamin C, and beta-carotene, which may reduce 
the risk of heart disease and cancer. Carrots have zero fat content. One carrot provides 
more than 200% of recommended daily intake of Vitamin A. 

Taken from: http://didyouknow.org  

 

Phone: 403-556-4636 
Fax: 403-556-4637 
E-mail: ocfaea@oldscollege.ca 
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WEôRE ON THE WEB 

 

www.oldscollege.ca/OCFA 

 

Office Hours 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
Monday - Friday 
Executive Assistant: Sandi Hallett 

Did you Know... 

It was once again great to see many 

retirees in attendance.  Barb Olsen was 

presented a ―thank you for your time‖ 

clock in recognition of her commitment 

to the association in the role of V.P. of 

Finance from 2006/2010. 

Gloria Ulry was recognized for remaining 

an addition year in the role of President of 

the association for 2009/2010. 

A total of $298 was collected for the food 

bank this year; thank you to all who 

contributed! 

Sandi Hallett 
OCFA Executive Assistant 

Focus on Faculty is published monthly by the office of the Faculty Association with the goal of helping to keep Faculty 
informed.  Articles, tips, photos, and suggestions are welcome: email ocfaea@oldscollege.ca 

                                                           

http://www.oldscollege.ca/OCFA

