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President ds Message

Greetings!

About a month ago, | suggested to my husband (who had just started his vaca '
days) that we paint the upstairs bathroom. The look on his face indicated that
may not be as excited about this activity as | was.

Looking back, | can understand hi s
painting or of just painting one room. We also installed new lights, added 2
cabinets and purchased new wall decorations. We used the left over paint to paiatys -2012
the kitchen and then bought more paint to do the living room and hallways whiotFa president:
led us to downstairs. We cleaned out all of the cupboards and closets . . . Yoarmel Maloney
probably have gotten the point by now: that one little change has led to a myriad

of changesmuch like the stone tossed in the waltee ripple goes on forever!

We are in a time of change: we have just come through curriculum reform (some
of us may be still in it!); we have a new VP Academic & Research; some of the
schools have new chair/dean leadership; we have new staff and faculty while
others have left either temporarily or permanently; we are beginning a new
educational yeasome of us with new workloads, and, yes, even the weather is

changing!

Change is a douk@led sword: It usually brings about confusion and uncertdiRt)TS OF INTEREST

as wel | as excitement and innovat is@dtFaMeeting ! N my h
work but the results are refreshing and amazing!) October 13, 2011

As we move forward within the change process, it is important for us to: + OCFA Highway Cleanup

Listen to others
Know AND follow the contract and bylawgboth are on the OCFA
website).

¢ Know ogrselves and our reaction to change September 16, 2011

e Recognize that we are not alone

 Buildon t_he good _ _ ¢ OCFA Pub each Friday at
¢ Communicate clearly and professionally with our colleagues 4:00 p.m. in the Faculty

e Share our ideas Centre.

L]

L]

May your year be great, positive, productive, and successful!!!
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Proud Professional
Performance

V.P. of Academic and Research

The Olds College Faculty Association
welcomes V.P. of Academic and Research,
Dr. Jason Dewling.

Members enjoyed the opportunity to meet C—
and greet Jason at the OCFA Welcome Jlﬂ/l%é&%
Back Barbeque on September 1.

Welcome Jason!

Members

The Association wishes to extend
best wishes to two membeé{s|lie
Members JacksonandRoss Hansonwho

. are off to pursue new adventures.
The Olds College Faculty Association P

welcomes the following new instructors: Kellie instructed in the School of

Jay Leach- School of Environment Agriculture since 2006.
Ross taught on a part time basis in
the School of Agriculture since
2000.

Andre Ricard- School of Business

Stephen Roberts School of Business

Dr. Seth Xeflide- School of Environment A// [he Bes[/

We look forward
fo getting to know you!
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Four for Five Adventusesrin Blom

Upon my return to the College, after an amazing 6 monthsviay found me making my way to Northern Spain; a

off, | realized that not only the new staff but some of the olgleek exploring London and Bath, listening to music in
faculty do not know who | am. This could be a problemif ISt . Paul 6s Cathedral, sitt
am seeking input as to the role of the Learning Center witlthe Abbey, taking in the opening performance of the
respect to math support from my peers. Bath Music Festival and realizing how little | knew whilst

Who is Erin Blom? What is the math support provided by "0@ming through the British Museum were some of the
the Learning Center? Who knew that they existed! They dBighlights.

exist, or at least they are in their beginning stages. ExactlyAfter a couple of nights in Paris and two glorious days
what it is and what | do in the Learning Center is under on the beaches of St. Jean de Luc | found myself in St.
development and we would welcome any suggestions andean de Pied du Port. | officially became a pilgrim. A 27
input. So as | am unable to clarify my role in the Learning km walk over a mountain pass with a 15 kg pack was to
Center at this point, | thought | would share my stories of be day 1 of the journey. | have to admit that this was the
what | did with my 4 for 5. first time | had ever considered quitting before even

My 4 for 5 was unusual as it was split over two years. It jugtt ahr flmg. Uiz P KT u lh.l yh my ru
made sense. The courses | teach are offered in the fall an%ver; € years preverr]\ted Me 1ro dm SEUE mlg ! e”r<|_extltra|n
my work load for the winter was uncertain. Therefore, WhyOUt CIF G, ) Sfaet e M2 12 Gy sy el
not save the expense of hiring contract instructors and thehhe Camino de Santiago has a long history and is unlike
if I so chose, | could cross country ski daily with the dog. Agything we can experience here in Canada. By the end
a result | spent many mornings skiing just west of town. of the first day | met my walking companions, Gitte

The Math Center was a project | wanted to be involved in.from 2 RIS, EIE SR L ALEITElE. 97 INE e gyl

Thus in order to collect extra funds for my travels and to cr:)(:)r\atlilnwirnlomd R e

keep current of how math is taught in the public school i 9 - : :

system | spent some time in the high school and the CaredYith nothing but walking to do, the stories shared on

Hi ghs in Chinookds Edge S Ctmaga_ul had a way of discovering WhowewereaTruJ_]ye £
believer that it is easier to help someone if you understandh€re is no better way to see a country than by walking
their background. Our students are graduates of this learrifgpugh it.
system and thus we should be familiar with the skill sets they

bring with them upon entering our classrooms. Being back

in the secondary school setting was a valuable and unigue me——————T

experience. ‘ : ‘

What was | doing when | Wasnﬁw«m‘&;ﬁf‘{iﬁn&f — “ng? |
10 days of swimming with the sea lions in the Galapagos ; .

Islands, and set off on a 3 week epic journey through Peru \ e

which included tobogganing down sand dunes and spending
a night in a homestay on Lake Titicaca. Part of this trip was
also a four day trek to Machu Picchu, and a couple of nights
in the Amazon Basin. Ideas for student trips as a result of
this amazing journey includes; comparing the Banff National
and Galapagos National Park systems, ecotourism benefits
versus costs, defining ecotourism, and many more! This was
just year one.

Needless to say the funds for my travels in year two were a
little low, but after an Alternative Education Conference in
Vegas | decided that walking across Spain was more
appealing than driving across the states in the spring.
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The group of Spaniards, with no Anglos, were socialising in
English. Furthermore on the last day there was Alex on her cell
phone making plans for her time in Madrid in English. Of
course | was impressed that several of the activities used in
Experiential Education were incorporated into the program.
Even more brain gym activities to try on my students.

It was a sad morning in Burgos (300 km later) when |
had to say goodbye to my Camino friends in order to
head south to Seville.

Seville was an excellent choice as it was a buffer betwe
my intense walk and my meaningful talks. Standing
beside Christopher Col umi
flamenco music in the evening, and strolling through th¢
Alcazar on my own allowed reflection of my last 12 day:
before commencing on my next 8 days of intensive
English training with a group of the most amazing
Spaniards. Pueblos Ingles recruits English native
volunteers to spend a week in La Alberca. They create

an English community for the Spaniards. I am now home and my four for five is over. | am grateful to
The Anglos came from England, Australia, New B;\::eegad the opportunity to explore and to seek out new

Zealand, the US, and Canada (me). The Spaniards _ : ;
included university students, a CEO of the Spanish  After much reflection | decided | love teaching and | hope to

sugar company, engineers, the owner of a continue to have the oCourag
communications company etc. In other words theywet¢ee @ar s. (0The Courage to Teac
a unique cross secti on ofecommead by myssister gugently werking ender Bhp atl s
soon to be professionals. Concordia University. | highly recommend it after reading it

After days of one on ones, meals (2 Anglos, 2 Spaniaris SUmMmer)

to a table), group activities including charades, and of | hope to hear from some of you soon. | am definitely
course time at the bar, the Spaniards graduated. It waseeking input as to how the Learning Center can support
truly amazing to see the transformation in a week. ~ mathematics on campus.

Erin Blom
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Summer HighlighigLaurie Newsham

Endl ess bea
[

|l ams for the digging, re
know what [

ng about

Prince Edward Island!

That s where our family spent 2 weeks this summ
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick.

Carla and | have three daughters and except for Carla it was a first time visit for all of us. We
started in Halifax, and thanks to colleague Lynda MacNeil, found some great places to eat and
spend time at right there down by the harbor.

Eventually we made our way a s Confederation
call s it. The residents don ook | i ke hobbit
therelaxed,lalac k atti tude of i slanders surely reminde

cCros
ot |
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Summer Highlights-egnkurie Newsham

Some of you readers will remember Ernest

Mengersenf6s | ove of the word Oubiquitous. o We | |
| finally found a use for it!

Fishing boats, lobster traps and now, compost ; : —
carts are ubiquitous on the Island. Recycliii ), & 5
composting and waste disposal are all big issug

on PEI and for the visitor there is a bit of a
learning curve as you figure out what item goes
into which receptacle.

| am an ar bori st and cani
trees of any place | visit.

We were able to view and touch, but alas, not
climb, the largest tree on the Island. Itis an
American Elm and it is larger than any | have
seen here in Alberta.

This photo shows me in classic instructor
mode extolling the virtues of this magnificent
specimen to my nephew.

Marcus is in classic student mode.

Here is a shot showing the spread and height of this &%
gorgeous specimen. The tree is located in a little harg
called Victoridy-the-Sea which is about halfway

between Charlottetown and Summerside in the Red
Sands Shore area and about a half hour from either g

It took me awhile to get used to driving distances. .
would look at the map and think that looks abéut 2
hours away but it was really onkB0ninutes away.
That s what happens whe
distances and destinations. It was easy to be early! *
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Summer Highlights-egnfaurie Newsham

It is nearly impossible to visit PEI without encountering in some way, Anne of Green Gables. | did
my best to avoid contact but failed having ended up in Avonlea Village with the rest of the family. It
was actually worth visiting and | spent quite a bit of time with the owner/driver of the draft horses
that were onsite. He provided the horses, buggies and wagons that were usedShatter&birCity:

The Halifax Explosion

The trip wasndt just a family holiday for wus fi
people) at a resort called Argyle Shtore Watervi
wedding anniversary eating frégf) clams, frestaught lobster, buckets of steaming scallops,

grilled beef and baked ham (not too many vegans in our crew). My own personal goal was to

eat seafood of some kind at least once a day every day we were there. | only missed two days

because | was eating so well and having so much fun | forgot my objectives. Oh well!

Canada truly is a great country and now | know why | enjoy you folks so much who have your
roots in the Maritimes!

Laurie Newsham



