
Career Opportunities in 
the Race Horse Industry

Horseracing is one of the largest 
spectator sports in North America. 
For you, that means solid 
employment opportunities. Strong 
work ethic and competitiveness; 
the best riders and grooms 
command the best opportunities 
and pay. The racing season will 
keep you busy, but there are also 
opportunities for graduates to be 
employed by training farms that 
operate year-round. 

There are four  
tracks in Alberta

The A flat racer track has up to 
1200 horses a meet with 800 

standardbreds for the winter meet. 
(Northlands Edmonton 2009).

The Community tracks can have up 
to 800 horses per meet. (Lethbridge, 

Grand Prairie and Lacombe).

Your Career
Graduating from Olds College Racehorse 

Certificate Programs gives you the confidence 
and skills to enter the backstretch of the 

racehorse industry and succeed.

Grooms graduates are typically offered several 
jobs before they graduate. The average wage is 

$2500/ month. You will learn with leading trainers 
in the Alberta Horse Racing industry with in barn 
practical experience.

Trainers typically pay gallop riders in Alberta a fee per 
horse per exercise session. Entrepreneurial skills will 
be required. Most trainers prefer to exercise and/or 
gallop their horses six to seven days per week. The 

wage range could be $2000- $4000 per month.

To become a jockey in Alberta you need to 
meet the physical requirements. The career 

path is you ride as an exercise rider, when 
the track stewards are satisfied, you have 

the skills to be a jockey they will invite 
you to get your jockey license. 

This is an early morning high-energy 
industry. You get to do what you 

love and love what you do. O
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Race
Track 

Certificate 
Programs

Continuing
Education
www.oldscollege.ca/ce

To ensure your enrollment in class  
please register at least two weeks  
prior to start date. Fees are due at time  
of acceptance into the program.

ONLINE AVAILABLE 24 HRS/DAY
	 Visit us at www.oldscollege.ca 	

Visa or MasterCard only

FAX AVAILABLE 24 HRS/DAY
	 Complete registration form 	

and fax to:	
403-556-4705 	
Visa or MasterCard only

PHONE
	 Mark Fournier 403-556-4767	

or 1-800-661-6537 ext. 4767
	 Isabelle at 403-556-4677 or	

1-800-661-6537 ext. 4677	
Visa or MasterCard only

E-MAIL
	 inicol@oldscollege.ca or

coned@oldscollege.ca 	
Visa or MasterCard only

MAIL
	 Complete registration form 	

and address envelope to:
	 Olds College	

Continuing Education	
Registrar’s Office	
4500 – 50 Street	
Olds, Alberta  T4H 1R6

IN PERSON~New Location!
	 Library & Student Services	

Learning Resource Centre
	 Mon–Fri. 8:15 am–4:30 pm	

Visa, MasterCard, cash,  
cheque or money order

Need Accommodations in Olds?
Call Olds College Residence 

403-556-8330 or 1-800-661-6537 ext. 8330 
OR view the Town of Olds web site:

www.town.olds.ab.ca/accommod.html



Exercise Rider / Jockey Training
Race Horse Groom Training
Please print clearly

Date:_____________	 Student I.D. Number: _ _______________

First Name:_________________________________________

Middle Name: _ _____________________________________

Last Name:_________________________________________

Maiden Name:_ _____________________________________

Email Address:______________________________________

Date of Birth: (month / day / year)_ ________________________

Marital Status: o Single  o Married  o Other	 Gender: o F  o M

Mailing Address:_____________________________________

City/Town:_________________________________________

Province: _________________ 	 Postal Code:_______________

Home Phone: ______________ 	 Business Phone:____________

Fax: _ ___________________

Check off the program you are applying for:
o Exercise Rider / Jockey Training  Program

	 o Alberta Residence. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       $1,000 +GST

	 o Residence Outside Alberta. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                $2,000 +GST

o Race Horse Groom Training Program . . . . . . . . . . . . .            $700 +GST

Books and Supplies. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      Approximately $250

Current Student Fees. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                             Additional  

Fees due at time of acceptance in the program

FOIP Statement: The personal information which you provide on this application form is 
being collected under the authority of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy 
legislation of the Government of the Province of Alberta for the purpose of registering 
for a Program or Course through Continuing Education at Olds College; Conducting 
program/course evaluation and research and creating a mailing list for future program, 
course opportunities. In certain instances, this information may be shared with third party 
organizations who are actively involved in providing specific educational offerings. Public 
inquiries concerning the collection, use and disclosure of personal information provided on 
this application form should be directed to the Olds College FOIP Coordinator.
If you object to information being shared with third party organizations associated with  
Olds College courses, please check the box to the right. o

Aboriginal Ancestry: If you wish to declare that you are an Aboriginal person, 
please specify:	 o	 Status Indian/First Nations	 o	 Metis
	 o	 Non-Status Indian/First Nations	 o	 Inuit
Alberta Advanced Education and Technology is collecting this personal information 
pursuant to Section 33(c) of the FOIP Act as the information relates directly to and is 
necessary to meet its mandate and responsibilities to measure system effectiveness and 
develop policies, programs and services to improve Aboriginal learner success in addition 
to other legislation applicable to the educational institution.
For further information or inquiries contact the FOIP Coordinator, Olds College,  
4500 - 50th Street, Olds, AB  T4H 1R6, (403) 507-7912, hczarnota@oldscollege.ca

Exercise Rider  
/Jockey Training
Program Description
The 14-week Exercise Rider and Jockey Training Program 
will give you the confidence, fitness and skills to be an 
entry-level exercise rider. Your knowledge from this course, 
riding skills and physicality  could lead you to be a jockey 
at Alberta Horse Racing tracks will come with practice, and 
industry confidence. Under the instruction and supervision 
of professionals in horse racing you will learn the theory and 
practices to develop you’re riding skills.

This program focuses on safety while building the skills 
you need to perform the role of an exercise rider and/or 
a potential jockey. You will be gradually introduced to 
more challenging riding conditions as your abilities and 
confidence grows. You will be expected to demonstrate 
mastery of specific competencies through individual riding 
assessment prior to advancing to more challenging horses 
and riding conditions.

Month one: Theory, riding, fitness.
You will hone your riding skills to be able to gallop horses 
indoors at Olds College.

Month Two: Theory, riding, fitness.
You will learn at the College and Olds Agriculture Society 
complex and track (weather permitting).

Month Three: Theory, riding.
You will learn at a training track with your instructors 
after successful completion of the riding test (the license 
test). You will then be embedded in the industry working 
with current trainers at the track galloping their horses. To 
graduate you must maintain a passing grade in all skills, 
and tests and have maintained a riding log that you have 
galloped 60 horses.

You must:
a)	 be 18 years of age or older on course start date
b)	complete and submit an application form by Nov 1, 2011
c)	 have advanced rider skills  

(including appropriate information and references)
d)	Successfully complete a four-part evaluation including: 

a riding test (this program is offered for those with 
considerable riding and horsemanship skills) an interview 
a fitness test basic medical evaluation (to ensure there is 
no injury or underlying conditions to prevent you from 
working in the race industry)

Fees
The cost of this program is subsidized by  
Horse Racing Alberta.  
Resident of Alberta residents: $1,000  
Residents outside of Alberta: $2,000  
Books and supplies: Approximately $250

Race Horse  
Groom Training
Program Description
The Race Horse Groom Training program consists 
of eleven weeks of formal classes, plus 88 hours 
of practicum. The 13-week program is a serious 
introduction to horseracing in Alberta and the 
basics of working as a groom. It is a great starting 
point for people with a passion for horses and a 
desire to build a career in racing. You will explore 
different specializations within the horse racing 
industry in Alberta such as working at the 
track with thoroughbreds, standardbreds, 
or other breeds involved in horse racing. 
Other options include working on breeding 
farms, and in private enterprises 
specializing in racing and breeding.

Hands-on training is a fundamental 
aspect of the program. If you love 
horses, you’ll love this program. It 
is so much more than brushing 
horses! For a full listing of program 
courses visit www.oldscollege.
ca/programs.

You must:
a)	Be 18 years of age or older  

on course start date.
b)	Complete and submit an 

application form..
c)	Successfully pass a personal 

interview.

Fees
The cost of this program is subsidized 
by Horse Racing Alberta and Alberta 
Standardbred Horse Association  
Tuition: $700  
Books and Supplies are approximately $250

Your love of 
horses could 

put you on  
the fast  

track to a 
successful 

future.  
A passion  
for horses 

 is alive and 
well with  

Olds College 
and Horse 

Racing 
Alberta and 
we’re proud 
to offer you 

opportunities 
to define your 
career in the 

equine industry 
with these 

apprenticeship- 
type certificate 

programs.

For More Information: 
1-800-661-6537 

www.oldscollege.ca/
equine-short-courses 

This program is 
recognized by Alberta 

Advanced Education 
and Technology

Careers With Horses!


