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APA Visual Guides Part 1

This guide will provide visual examples of citing the following in 
APA style:

• Books
• Journal articles 
• Newspapers
• Reports
• Scholarly projects (theses/dissertations)
• Lecture notes
• Encyclopedia entries
• Religious/classical works

Be sure to check out Part 2, which provides visual guides for 
citing multimedia and electronic source types.
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Structure:
Author,  F. M. (Year of publication). Title of work. Publisher City, State: Publisher.

Title Page
Much of the information you need to 
create a print book citation can be 
found on the title page.

The title page is found within the first 
couple of pages of the book.

Title of work

Author

Publisher
Publisher 
city /state

Year of 
publication

Citing a book in print 

Citation:
James, H. (2009). The ambassadors. Rockville, MD: Serenity Publishers.

*Capitalize the first letter of the first word of the title and any subtitles (the first word that 
follows a colon), as well as the first letter of any proper nouns. See our APA Citation Basics 
guide or the APA Publication Manual for more information.
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*Some e-books may be available online through your library’s databases or catalog.

Citing an e-book found in a database

Structure:
Author,  F. M. (Year of publication).Title of work. Retrieved from http://xxxxx  OR

doi:xxxxx

Title of work

Authors

Year of 
publication

DOI

Citation:
Rodriguez-Garcia, R., & White, E. M. (2005). Self-assessment in managing for 

results: Conducting self-assessment for development practitioners. doi: 
10.1596/9780-82136148-1
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Kindle HDX

Book title

Author

Year of 
Publication

Structure:
Author, F. M. (Year of publication).Title of work [E-reader version]. Retrieved 

from http://xxxxx  OR doi:xxxxx

Citation:
Stoker, B. (2000). Dracula [Kindle HDX version]. Retrieved from 

http://www.overdrive.com/

Citing an e-book from an e-reader (Kindle, iPad, nook, etc.)
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Citing a journal article found online (in a database or elsewhere)

Structure:
Author, F. M. (Publication year). Article title. Periodical Title, Volume(Issue), 

pp.-pp. doi:XX.XXXXX OR Retrieved from journal URL

*Database information and retrieval date are not required in APA journal article citations.

DOITitle

Author

Periodical title

Publication year

Volume and issue

Citation:
Trier, J. (2007). “Cool” engagements with YouTube: Part 2. Journal of 

Adolescent & Adult Literacy, 50(7), 598-603. doi:10.1598/JAAL.50.7.8

*If no DOI is listed, use the periodical’s homepage URL (e.g.,  Retrieved from http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/
journal/10.1002/(ISSN)1936-2706).
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Citing a journal article found in print

Structure:
Author, F. M., Author, F. M, & Author, F. M. (Publication year). Article title. 

Periodical Title, Volume(Issue), pp.-pp.

Title

Author

Periodical title

Publication year

Volume and issue

Citation:
Lin, M. G., Hoffman, E. S., & Borengasser, C. (2013). Is social media too social for 

class? A case study of Twitter use. TechTrends, 57(2), 39-45.
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Citing a newspaper in print

Structure:
Author, F. M. (Year, Month Date of publication). Article title. Newspaper Title, 

pp. xx-xx. 

*If the article is printed on discontinuous pages, list all of the page numbers/ranges and separate 
them with a comma. (e.g., pp. C2, C4, C7-9.)

Citation:
Bowman, L. (1990, March 7). Bills target Lake Erie mussels. The Pittsburgh 

Press, pp. A4.

Newspaper title

Author

Article 
title

Page

Publication date
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Structure:
Author, F. M. (Year, Month Date of publication). Article title. Newspaper Title. 

Retrieved from newspaper homepage URL 

Citing an online newspaper

Citation:
Kaplan, K. (2013, October 22). Flu shots may reduce risk of heart attacks, 

strokes and even death. Los Angeles Times. Retrieved from 
http://www.latimes.com

Newspaper 
title

Author

Article 
title

Publication date

*Use the URL of the newspaper’s home page to avoid broken links.
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Tips for Citing Online Newspaper Articles

• You do not need to include retrieval information (e.g., date of 
access) in APA citations for electronic resources.

• If you found a newspaper article through an online database 
(e.g., EBSCO’s Academic Search Complete), you do not need 
to include that information in the citation, either.

• If a URL runs across multiple lines of text in the citation, break 
the URL off before punctuation (e.g., periods, forward 
slashes) – except http://.

• When you use a bibliography tool like EasyBib to help you 
with your citations, make sure you are citing a newspaper 
article – not a website!
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Citing an online report

Cover page

Structure:
Author, F. M. (Publication year). Title of report (Report No. XXX). Retrieved 

from Agency name website: URL

*If the agency is identified as the author, do not include it in the retrieval information.

Agency name Title of report

Title page Publication year

Acknowledgements page

Author

Citation:
Gorbunova, Y. (2013). Laws of attrition: Crackdown on Russia’s civil society 

after Putin’s return to the presidency. Retrieved from Human Rights 
Watch website: http://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/reports/
russia0413_ForUpload_0.pdf

*Since no report number was identified, it was not included in the citation. 10
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Citing a print report

Structure:
Author, F. M. (Publication year). Title of report (Report No. XXX). Publisher 

City, State: Publisher.

*If no specific author is identified, list the organization behind the report.

Acknowledgements page

Publisher

Publisher 
city/state

Citation:
Turnitin. (2013). What’s wrong with Wikipedia?: Evaluating the sources used by 

students. Oakland, CA: iParadigms, LLC.

Cover page

Organization
(no author listed)

Title of report

Publication year

*Since no report number was identified, it was not included in the citation.
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Citing a scholarly project (thesis, dissertation, etc.) from a database

Structure:
Author, F. M. (Publication year). Title of  dissertation/thesis (Doctoral 

dissertation or Master’s thesis). Retrieved from Name of database. 
(Accession or Order No.)

Title of dissertation

Publication year

Name of database

Accession no.

Author

Citation:
Knight, K. A. (2011). Media epidemics: Viral structures in literature and new 

media (Doctoral dissertation). Retrieved from MLA International 
Bibliography database. (Accession No. 2013420395)
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Citing a scholarly project (thesis, dissertation, etc.) from a website

Structure:
Author, F. M. (Publication year). Title of  dissertation/thesis (Doctoral 

dissertation or Master’s thesis). Retrieved from URL

Title of thesis

Author

Publication 
year

URL

Structure:
Simich, G. M. (2012). Social media as a performance space (Master’s thesis). 

Retrieved from http://www.academia.edu/1234099/
Masters_Thesis_Social_Media_as_a_Performance_Space

*In this case, the URL runs across two lines. When this happens, break the URL after a forward slash or 
other punctuation.
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Citing online lecture notes or presentation slides

Title Slide of Lecture

Structure:
Author, F. M. (Publication year). Name or title of lecture [file format].

Retrieved from URL

Lecture title

Authors

Publication year

Citation:
Jacobson, T. E. & Mackey, T. (2013). What’s in a name?: Information 

literacy, metaliteracy, or transliteracy [PowerPoint slides]. 
Retrieved from http://www.slideshare.net/tmackey/acrl-2013 

*If you are citing a classroom presentation, include the same data except the retrieval information.
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Citing an encyclopedia entry in print

Author(s) 

Front Cover Encyclopedia title

Karen McGhee and George McKay

Title Page(s) Provide 
Publication Information

First published in North America in 2007 by 
the National Geographic Society 1145 17th 
Street N.W. Washington, D.C. 20036-4688

Publisher
City of publication

Publication 
year

Structure:
Author, F. M. (Publication year). Entry title. In Encyclopedia title. (Vol. XX, pp. 

XX-XX). City, State of publication: Publisher.

First Page of the Article

Page Number

Entry title

Citation:
McGhee, K., & McKay, G. (2007). Insects. In Encyclopedia of animals (p. 

175). Washington, D.C.: National Geographic Society.

*Tertiary sources are not typically appropriate for research papers. Check with your instructor.
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Bible title and version 

Take note!
Classical religious texts, like the Bible, do not require a citation in the reference list in APA 
style. However, you must include an in-text citation  anytime you reference these texts in 
your writing.

In-text Citations
• When quoting or paraphrasing specific excerpts from the text, include the “relevant 

names and/or numbers of chapters/verses/lines” in your in-text citation (Lee, 2009).

Source: Lee, C. (2009, December 31). Happy holiday citing: Citation of classical works [Web log post]. 

If the version of the Bible you are using 
is relevant, mention it in the first 
reference in your writing – this can be 
as either a general reference or a 
formal in-text citation.

Remember, you only need to cite the version of the Bible used in the first general 
reference to or in-text citation of the source. In all other instances, leave it out.

In-text citation:
The Bible extols the virtues of love; “Love is patient, love is kind. It does 
not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud” (1 Cor. 13:4 New International 
Version).
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